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Abstract: In this paper, the three-phase induction machine (IM) fed by a three-level
indirect matrix converter (IMC3) is proposed and investigated. Indeed, the IMC3 converter consists of a current rectifier connected to a three-level neutral-point-clamped
voltage source inverter (NPC-VSI) without a bulky DC link capacitor interface. The
rectifier ensures the bidirectional power transfer, where it is controlled by the space
vector modulation (SVM) with the aim to obtain nearly a unity input power factor
and to improve the input current waveform by the minimization of the harmonics content. On the other hand, the direct torque control (DTC) strategy is used to ensure
the control of the three-phase IM, where the appropriate voltage vectors applied on
the IM are generated via the control of the NPC-VSI. This combination can benefit
from the advantages of the DTC and the IMC3 at the same time, allowing to improve
the dynamic performances of the controlled three-phase IM compared to conventional
topologies. For the validation of the advantages brought by this combination of the
proposed topology of the used converter and the control strategy, simulations tests
have been carried out.
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Introduction

In the AC drive system, there are several converter topologies. The first family provides
AC-DC conversion followed by DC - AC conversion. The main drawback of this converter
is the use of a large capacitor on the DC link which has a limited lifetime when compared
to the power devices, and increases the volume of the used converter. The second family
ensures a direct conversion alternating-alternating (AC/AC). This direct conversion can
be achieved either by cycloconverters or by matrix converters. The matrix converter is a
recent topology of the frequency converters. This makes it possible to obtain an output
voltage with variable amplitude and frequency from a fixed power supply voltage [1].
This can be achieved by the bidirectional current and voltage power switches, which are
used in this kind of converters. Indeed, the matrix converter has many advantages such
as
• A wide range of output frequency.
• The power factor at the output can vary freely according to the operating point of the
load.
• The power factor at the input can be nearly unitary, and it can be imposed by the
control.
• The operation in the four quadrants of the voltage-current plane.
However, it has some disadvantages such as
• The switching of current is more difficult due to the absence of the freewheeling diodes.
• The ratio of output-input voltage is reduced to 0.8666.
There are two topologies of matrix converters: the direct matrix converter (DMC)
and indirect matrix converter (IMC).
The direct matrix converter (DMC) was first introduced by Gyugyi [2]. It connects
directly three inputs to three output phases via nine bidirectional switches where basically
the space vector modulation is used to ensure its control [3]. The conventional concept
of space vector modulation (SVM), which was used for the control of inverter topologies,
has been extended to ensure the control of the matrix converters with the aim to obtain
improved input and output currents waveforms of the DMC [4].
In [5], the direct matrix converter is used with the direct torque control where a
new switching table has been developed for this control taking into account the input
displacement angle as a third control variable. On the other hand, the indirect matrix
converter (IMC) scheme was firstly introduced by Huber and Borojevic [6]. It consists
of a current rectifier connected to a voltage source inverter without intermediate bulky
circuit [7]. The paper [8] investigates the application of the conventional DTC strategy
for the induction machine based on the IMC. The classical DTC is based on the control
of the inverter stage, where on the rectifier stage it is used to produce the DC bus voltage
at the input side of the DC-AC stage, at the same time, it can be also controlled to ensure
improved input current waveform and input power factor.
Indeed, to improve the quality of output voltage, the three-level indirect matrix converter (IMC3) was suggested and investigated by the authors in [9]. This topology is
composed of a rectifier stage incorporated with a three-level-neutral point clamped voltage source inverter that has the ability to generate three-level voltages at the outputs.
In order to use the NPC VSI with IMC3 , the DC voltage provided by the rectifier Vpn
is subdivided into two voltage levels Vpo and Von , and the neutral point (o) is connected
to the star connected input filter capacitor as shown in Figure 1. To ensure balanced
input capacitor voltages, the nearest three virtual space vector modulation (NTV SVM)
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approach is used to control the DC-AC stage. This method requires that the sum of the
three output phase currents equals zero at any sampling time.
In this paper, the application of a direct torque control based on the IMC3 to ensure
the control of the three-phase induction motor is analyzed. It is well known that in the
DTC, the generation of the control signals of the voltage source inverter switches depends
on the output of the hysteresis comparators and the position of stator flux, which requires
high frequency switching in the case of conventional two-level inverters. At the same time,
when the conventional two-level inverter is used, the switches are subject to high voltage
stress or high current when used in high voltage or high power application, respectively.
However, the recent multilevel converter topologies (IMC3) seem to be well suitable
for high voltage and high power applications, due to the segmentation of voltages and
currents within the relatively high number of switches, hence they allow the use of fast
semiconductors (eg. IGBT) where the commutation can be ensured as required without
any risk or impact on the operational safety of the whole system. Based on these main
advantages offered by the IMC3 topology and the direct torque control technique, the
present paper investigates the use of the DTC with the IMC3 to ensure the control of
the three-phase IM. Indeed, the high number of available voltage vectors resulting from
the IMC3 and the use of the five-level torque controllers enhance considerably the output
signal quality and the drive performances. It can be said initially that this combination
of the DTC and IMC3 makes it possible to minimize the harmonics content of the output
voltage and current, which have an important effect on the dynamic control of the IM.
The present paper is organized as follows. Section 2 introduces the modeling of induction machine, whereas Section 3 presents the DTC principle. The three-level neutralpoint-clamped voltage source inverter is explained in Section 4. In Section 5, the DTC
based on the IMC3 is presented, whereas simulation results are presented in the last section for the validation of the proposed control strategy. Finally, a conclusion is presented
at the end of the paper.

Figure 1: Three-level indirect matrix converter.
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Modeling of Induction Machine

The induction machine consists of a stator which is connected to the power supply or a
variable-speed drive and a short circuited rotor [10]. The model of the induction motor
is presented in (αβ) as follows:
V s = Rs Is +

dφs
,
dt

(1)

dφr
.
(2)
dt
Vs is the stator voltage and Vr is the rotor voltage, Is is the stator current and Ir is the
rotor current. Here
φs = Ls Is + Lm Ir ,
(3)
Vr = Rr Ir +

φr = Lr Ir + Lm Is .

(4)

φs is the stator flux and φr is the rotor flux, Ls , Lr are the stator and rotor selfinductances, Lm is the mutual inductance.
The electromagnetic torque equation developed by the motor is expressed as follows:
Tem =

3 Lm
p
φs φr sin θ,
2 σLs Lr

(5)

σ is the leakage factor, p is the number of pole pairs and θ is the torque angle.
The equation of motion, connecting the electrical and mechanical parts, is written as
follows:
dΩ
j
= Tem − Tr (Ω).
(6)
dt
Tem and Tr are the electromagnetic torque and the load torque, j is the rotor inertia.
3

Direct Torque Control Principle

The direct torque control (DTC) technique was proposed by Isao Takahashi in 1986 [11].
It consists of a pair of hysteresis controllers, a flux and torque estimators, and a voltage
vector selection table. The basic advantages of the DTC scheme are presented as follows:
• High dynamic.
• Robustness.
• Reduced response time.
• Absence of park transformation.
The DTC has also some disadvantages, namely, the control of the torque and the flux
at low speed is difficult, the switching frequency is not constant. The last one produces
higher current and torque ripple and, consequently, higher machine losses, more noises
and mechanical stress, which may reduce the lifespan of the machine. It is well known
that the direct torque control (DTC) of an induction machine is based on the ”direct”
determination of the sequence of the control signal applied to the switches of the used
voltage source inverter. This choice is generally based on the use of hysteresis regulators
whose function is to control the amplitude of the stator flux and the electromagnetic
torque. In Figure 2(a) and Figure 2(b) the schematic circuit of the conventional threephase two-level voltage source inverter and the voltage vectors corresponding to the eight
different possible switching configurations are presented, where two vectors determine the
zero voltage vectors V0 and V7 .
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(a)

(b)

Figure 2: (a) Schematic circuit of voltage source inverter, (b) Switching configurations

of voltage vectors.
3.1

Stator flux control

The stator voltage in the stationary reference frame (αβ) of the three-phase IM can be
obtained as follows:
dφs
.
(7)
V s = Rs Is +
dt
Hence, the stator flux can be expressed as
Z t
φs = φs0 +
(Vs − Rs Is )dt.
(8)
0

Neglecting the voltage drop due to the stator resistance, the stator flux can be written
as follows:
Z t
φs = φs0 +
(Vs )dt.
(9)
0

It can be considered that during a sampling period Ts , which is usually infinitesimal, the
voltage vector applied to the IM remains constant, therefore
φs (k + 1) = φs (k) + Vs Ts → ∆φs ≃ Vs Ts .

(10)

Ts : Sampling period,
φs (k + 1) : Stator flux vector at the next sampling period (k + 1)Ts ,
φs (k) : Stator flux vector at current sampling period kTs ,
∆φs : Flux variation vector(φs (k + 1) − φs (k)).
While the sampling period is fixed, ∆φs is proportional to the voltage vector applied
to the motor.
From the equation (10), it is clear that the vector flux φs can be perfectly controlled
by the voltage vector Vs .
3.2

Torque control

The torque equation is expressed as follows:
Tem =

3 Lm
p
φs φr sin θ,
2 σLs Lr

(11)

where θ is the torque angle which represents the shift angle between the flux vectors φs
and φr (relative position of flux vectors).
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It is obvious from equation (11) that the torque depends on the flux vectors φs and
φr and on their relative position θ. However, the amplitude of φs is kept limited in the
hysteresis band around its reference value and the amplitude of φr is also approximately
constant. Consequently, the electromagnetic torque depends only on the angle (θ), which
means that Tem increases with the increase of θ, and Tem decreases when θ decreases. The
error between the reference flux and the estimated flux is introduced into the hysteresis
controller which generates a variable Cφ . When Cφ = 1, it means that the amplitude of
the flux should be increased, whereas when Cφ = −1, it means that the amplitude of the
flux should be decreased. On the other hand, the error between the reference torque and
the estimated torque is processed by a three-level hysteresis controller which generates
the variable CT which may take three values 1,-1 and 0. When CT = 1, it means that the
amplitude should be increased, and when CT = −1, it means that it should be decreased.
If CT = 0, then it should be kept constant. Table 1. shows the different voltage vectors
to be applied in order to maintain the stator flux and the electromagnetic torque inside
their hysteresis bands.
Cφ
CT
S(1)
S(2)
S(3)
S(4)
S(5)
S(6)

1
1
V2
V3
V4
V5
V6
V1

1
0
V7
V0
V7
V0
V7
V0

1
-1
V6
V1
V2
V3
V4
V5

-1
1
V3
V4
V5
V6
V1
V2

-1
0
V0
V7
V0
V7
V0
V7

-1
-1
V5
V6
V1
V2
V3
V4

Table 1: The basic DTC switching table using VSI.

As an example, if the stator flux vector is in the first sector, the voltage vectors V2 and
V6 can be applied to increase the flux, whereas, the vectors V3 and V5 can be selected to
decrease the flux. On the other hand, within the same sector, the vectors V2 and V3 can
be used to increase the torque and the vectors V5 and V6 can be applied to decrease the
torque. A general block diagram of the DTC scheme is presented in Figure 3.
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Figure 3: Block diagram of the DTC.

4

Three-Level Neutral-Point-Clamped Voltage Source Inverter

The neutral-point-clamped (NPC) inverter has many advantages [12, 13]. The voltage
across each semiconductor is halved, which reduces the voltage stress, the harmonic
content of the output voltages is diminished compared to the conventional two-level
inverter. However, the capacitor voltage unbalance at the input side of the inverter
increases the voltage stresses on the semiconductors and leads to the distortion of the
output voltage [14, 15]. Furthermore, they may be subject to the voltage unbalance,
which causes the unbalance of the three-phase output voltages. In this topology, in each
phase/leg, there are 4 switching devices and 6 diodes that allow performing a combination
of 27 switching states (Figure 4(a)).
It is obvious that the switching states can be presented by space voltage vectors. This
representation is illustrated in Figure 4(b).
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(b)

Figure 4: (a) Three-level neutral-point-clamped voltage source inverter, (b) Space

vector diagram of three-level inverter.
According to the possible switching states that may be achieved for each leg following
the combination presented in Table 2, it is clear that there are three possible voltage lev−VDC
els: VDC
2 , 0,
2 . These values justify the ability of the presented topology to generate
three-level outputs voltage. The space voltage vectors can be divided into four groups:

S1x
ON
OFF
OFF

S2x
ON
ON
OFF

S3x
OFF
ON
ON

S4x
OFF
OFF
ON

Vx0 : x ∈ {A, B, C}
VDC
2

0
−VDC
2

Switching states
P
0
N

Table 2: The switch combination of three-level NPC VSI.

the zero vectors group, the small vectors group, the medium vectors group and the large
vectors group as shown in Figure 4(b) [16].
5

DTC Based on Three-Level Indirect Matrix Converter

The three-level indirect matrix converter consists of a current rectifier connected to a
three-level neutral-point-clamped voltage source inverter. The rectification stage has
nine allowed combinations, it is formed by a six bidirectional switches so that the threelevel indirect matrix converter can operate in the four quadrants. In this stage, the
positive input voltage is connected to the p-terminal and the negative input voltage
is connected to the n-terminal of the DC bus to generate the DC link voltage at the
input side of the inverter stage. The NPC-VSI has nineteen voltage vectors describing
27 possible switching states, where three switching states among them produce the zero
vector. This zero vector allows avoiding the DC bus short circuit and the open circuits
in the case of inductive load which is the case of the IM. The other vectors are divided
into three groups such as the large vectors (six vectors corresponding to six switching
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states), medium vectors (six vectors corresponding to six switching states) and small
vectors (six double vectors corresponding to twelve switching states). All of these vectors
(large, medium, small and zero) are exploited to improve the control of the three-phase
IM performances. As aforementioned, in this paper the advantages of the DTC and
the IMC3 are combined to improve the performances of the control of the three-phase
IM such as the response time, the precision of the developed torque and allowing the
operation in the four quadrants of the torque-speed plane. Thus, a switching table is
issued based on this combination which allows the generation of the appropriate vectors
to be applied to the induction machine via the NPC-VSI [17].
5.1

The rectifier side control

In the rectification stage, only the two largest line-to-line input voltages in every sector
are used. For example, in the first sector, the two maximum voltages uac and uab are
considered as the supply for the inverter stage. The rectifier stage is controlled by a
traditional space vector modulation. This method is based on [18]:
• the determination of the sector where the current or voltage reference is located;
• the application of the nearest vectors;
• the calculation of the corresponding duty cycles.
The input voltage vector can be represented as follows:
Vi =

2
(Va + aVb + a2 Vc ),
3

(12)

2π

where a = ej 3 , Vi is the input voltage vector, Va , Vb and Vc are the three phase-input
voltages. The reference input current space vector can be represented as follows:
I¯in = Iim e(jωi −φi ) = Iim ∠θi ,

(13)

Iim is the magnitude of the reference vector, ωi is the angle of the input voltages, φi is
the displacement angle between the fundamental of input current phase and the corresponding line-to-neutral voltage, θi = ωi − φi is the direction of reference vector.
There are six active current space vectors, as shown in Figure 5(a). Each one represents the connection of the input phase voltages to the terminals of the DC-link. For
example, the current I5 = (c, b) vector represents the connection of the input phase voltage Vc to the p-terminal and Vb to the n-terminal. The reference current vector can be
synthesized with the two adjacent vectors (Iv , Iu ) as shown in Figure 5(b).
The corresponding duty cycles are
du =

Tu
π
= mR sin( − θi ),
Ts
3

(14)

Tv
= mR sin(θi ),
(15)
Ts
T0
d0 =
= 1 − du − dv .
(16)
Ts
The zero current vector cannot be used, so the duty cycles of rectification stage are
adjusted as follows:
du
dR
,
(17)
u =
du + dv
dv
dR
.
(18)
v =
dv + du
dv =

NONLINEAR DYNAMICS AND SYSTEMS THEORY, 22 (2) (2022) 178–196

(a)

187

(b)

Figure 5: (a) Input voltage and current vectors, (b) Generation of the reference input

current.
5.2

The three-level inverter side control

The three-level inverter of the IMC3 ensures more control flexibility by offering several
choices for the selection of the voltage vector under the direct torque control. Indeed, a
switching table of the control structure makes it possible to select the appropriate voltage
vector at each sampling instant according to the state of the flux and torque comparators
and the sector where the stator flux vector is located [19–22]. The chosen vector should
satisfy the requirement of the torque and the flux, and limits ∆V voltage to VDC
2 .
For instance, suppose that the stator flux is located in the first sector, and the currently used voltage vector is V2 . To increase the torque and the flux, V5 should be
selected. In this case, a high ∆V
dt is applied on the semiconductor of the phase B, which
should be avoided. However, this problem can be resolved by inserting a medium voltage
vectors, which leads to reducing considerably the voltage stress across these devices. The
position of the stator flux can be calculated as follows:
θs = arctan

φβs
,
φαs

(19)

φαs and φβs are the components of the stator flux in αβ reference axes.
The reference torque can be obtained at the output of a PI which receives at its input
the speed which presents the difference between the reference speed and the machine
rotor speed. This reference torque is compared with the estimated value, and the error
is processed using five-level hysteresis comparator which allows minimizing the torque
ripples and improving the dynamic behavior of the electromagnetic torque developed by
the machine.
∗
The error (εT = Tem
− Tem ) belongs to one of the five regions fixed by the following
constraints:
CT = +2 for (ϵT max2 < ϵT ) high increase,
CT = +1 for (ϵT max1 < ϵT < ϵT max2 ) small increase,
CT = 0 for (εT min1 < εT < εT max1 ) maintaining,
CT = −1 for (εT min2 < εT < εT min1 ) small decrease,
CT = −2 for (εT < εT min2 ) high decrease,
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εT max2 = 0.1, εT min2 = −0.1, εT max1 = 0.04, εT min1 = −0.04.
The estimated flux is compared with its reference value and the error is introduced
to a three-level hysteresis controller. The error (εφ = φ∗s − φs ) is located in one of three
regions defined by the following constraints:
Cφ = +1 for εφ > εφmax ,
Cφ = 0 for εφmin > εφ > εφmax ,
Cφ = −1 for εφ < εφmin ,
εφmax = 0.001, εφmin = −0.001.
The three-level torque controller and the five-level flux controller are shown in Figure
6(a) and Figure 6(b) According to the flux and torque errors and the position of the

(a)

(b)

Figure 6: (a) Flux hysteresis comparator, (b) Torque hysteresis comparator.

stator flux, an appropriate voltage vector from the 19 vectors generated by the NPC
inverter is selected to maintain the flux and torque within the limits of hysteresis bands.
Assume that the stator flux is located in the first sector to increase the flux.
For a large increase of the torque, the vector V5 is used to diminish the torque and the
flux errors. During one Ts , φs advances by the angle (δ1 ) from its last position and
therefore, the corresponding angular speed (ωs1 ) is expressed as follows (Figure 7(a)) :
δ1
ωs1 =
. Consequently, the new formed angle between the stator and rotor flux becomes
Ts
equal to θ + δ1 , which results in a large increase of the torque compared to its last value,
whereas the rotor flux continues rotating by (ωs1 ). For a small increase of the torque,
the vector V3 is applied. The stator flux advances by angle δ2 , regarding that δ2 < δ1 .
δ2
< ωs1 .
The angular speed (ωs2 ) is given as follows (Figure 7(b)): ωs2 =
Ts
The rotation speed of the stator flux is reduced compared to its previous value. This
leads to reducing the angle between φs and φr , which therefore leads to a small increase
of the torque [23–27]. A voltage vector is generated (Table 3) depending on the position
of the stator flux and the output of the two comparators.
6

Simulation Results

For the validation of the application of the proposed control on the three-level indirect
matrix converter topology driving a three-phase induction motor, two simulation tests
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(b)

Figure 7: (a),(b) Evolution of the flux vector in the αβ plane.

Cφ
+1
+1
+1
+1
+1
0
0
0
0
0
-1
-1
-1
-1
-1

CT
+2
+1
0
-1
-2
+2
+1
0
-1
-2
+2
+1
0
-1
-2

S(1)
V5
V3
V0
V18
V17
V4
V4
V0
V0
V13
V8
V9
V0
V12
V14

S(2)
V8
V6
V0
V3
V2
V7
V7
V0
V0
V16
V11
V12
V0
V15
V17

S(3)
V11
V9
V0
V6
V5
V10
V10
V0
V0
V1
V14
V15
V0
V18
V2

S(4)
V14
V12
V0
V9
V8
V13
V13
V0
V0
V4
V17
V18
V0
V3
V5

S(5)
V17
V15
V0
V12
V11
V16
V16
V0
V0
V7
V2
V3
V0
V6
V8

S(6)
V2
V18
V0
V15
V14
V1
V1
V0
V0
V10
V5
V6
V0
V9
V11

Table 3: The basic DTC switching table using VSI.

have been carried out under normal speed with sudden rotation reversal and under low
speed with sudden rotation reversal. The input of the matrix converter is connected to
three-phase 220V, 50HZ power supply and the induction motor to be controlled is of
power 1.5kW and its parameters are presented in Table 4.
6.1

Scenario 1

In this scenario, the profile of the reference speed is presented in Figure 8(a), where
the speed is the same for the forward and backward rotation with a value of 100 rad/s
and -100 rad/s, respectively. It can be seen clearly that the motor follows the reference
profile precisely without any kind of overshoot after short transient durations along the
start-up and the sudden rotations reversal, which last 0.32s and 0.40s, respectively, as
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Rated power
Rated current
Rated speed
Rated Torque
Number of pole pairs
Stator resistance
Rotor resistance
Stator self inductance
Rotor self inductance
Mutual inductance
Rotor inertia
Friction coefficient

1.5 kw
3.7 A
1420 r/m
10 N.m
2
4.85 Ω
3.805 Ω
0.274 H
0.274 H
0.285 H
0.031kg.m2
0.001136N.m.s/rd

Table 4: The induction machine parameters.

shown in Figure 8(a). Indeed, the mismatch between the reference speed and the motor
rotor speed at steady state is nearly neglected, which proves that the applied control on
the studied topology fulfills the requirements of the speed imposed at relatively normal
speed values. On the other hand, to check the robustness of the speed control under
torque load changes, a load torque is applied into two intervals of t ∈ [0.6s, 0.9s] and
t ∈ [2s, 2.2s] with a value of 5N.m and -5N.m, respectively. It can be seen clearly that
the changes of the load torque have no impact on the speed where it remains equal to
the reference speed, which proves the robustness of the applied control on the studied
topology in terms of load torque variation within the rated values of the motor.
Figure 8(b) represents the dynamic response of the electromagnetic torque developed
by the motor Tem to ensure the dynamics of the motor imposed by the speed profile
and the applied load torque. It can be noted that during the startup step at no load,
the motor operates at the acceleration mode to reach the imposed reference speed, and
therefore, Tem should behave accordingly where it takes the value of 10N.m to ensure
a fast passage of such mode, whereas when the rotor speed reaches the reference speed
at t = 0.32s, Tem falls to the value of 0.11N.m, which is equal to the value of torque
resulting from the motor friction. When the load torque TL = 5N.m is applied to the
induction machine shaft during the time interval t ∈ [0.6s, 0.9s], the Tem is changed
accordingly to be equal to the load torque. The zoom window taken at this time interval
proves clearly the high dynamics of Tem as shown in Figure 8(b), where its average value
is slightly greater than the load torque, this is due to the fact that the resulting friction
torque aforementioned is added to the load torque. The same dynamics behavior of the
Tem can be observed in the zoom window within the time interval t ∈ [2s, 2.2s] when
the motor is running in the backward direction with the same speed of -100 rad/s and
the load torque TL = −5N.m as shown in Figure 8(b). It is worthy to clarify the high
dynamics of the used control during the rotation reversal of the machine at time 1.3s,
where the electromagnetic torque increases promptly to -10N.m in the inverse direction
to ensure the inversion of the rotor speed which is achieved nearly within 0.4s passing
through the deceleration mode during t ∈ [1.2s, 1.4s] and the acceleration mode in the
backward direction during t ∈ [1.4s, 1.6s]. As the rotor speed of the machine reaches
the reference speed -100 rad/s, the electromagnetic torque is set back to be equal to
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the resulting machine friction torque as shown in Figure 8(b). Based on the whole
observation of Figures 8(a) and 8(b), it can be said that the used control with the used
inverter topology allow ensuring a high dynamics performance control of the machine
with an accurate tracking of the reference speed and the load torque variations.
Figure 8(c) shows the stator flux which tracks the reference flux with a neglected
deviation of 0.1% , where it keeps its value constant with a very neglected ripples along
the variation of the speed and the load torque as it can be seen in the zoom windows
taken at different intervals. Whereas the flux in the (αβ) frame is shown in Figure 8(d),
it presents a circle with a very tiny thickness.
The stator currents in the three phases are shown in Figure 8(e). Without taking
into account the very short transient periods at different stage of start-up and speed
reversal, it can be observed clearly within the zoom windows that the current is balanced
under no-load and load torque application in both speed directions, where the measured
currents are 1.48 A and 2.26 A, respectively. On the other hand, despite the output
voltages of the matrix converter which are applied to the terminals of the machine, the
currents absorbed by the machine possess sine waveform with neglected ripples as shown
clearly within the zoom windows of Figure 8(e).
Figure 8(f) shows the DC-link voltage. It is obvious that it presents important fluctuations around its average value of 475 V. The zoom windows taken at four regions
with a width corresponding to the power supply period of 0.02 s, demonstrate that the
DC-link voltage fluctuates with a frequency which equals six times the frequency of the
input voltage and its amplitude is limited within the range of 540 V and 310 V.
Figure 8(g) shows the IMC3 input current of phase “a”, where it can be noted in
each zoomed window at different intervals of time that this current is rich in harmonics
and can be a source of pollution to the power supply. Therefore, a passive LC low pass
filter is inserted between the source and the IMC3 input to reduce the harmonics content
and to overcome this major problem. The resulting current at the power supply side of
phase “a” is depicted in Figure 8(h), it can be seen clearly within the zoomed window in
this figure that the power supply current has nearly a sine waveform, furthermore, the
shift phase with the power supply voltage is zero, which means a nearly power factor
is ensured. Therein, the zoomed window is within the interval of time [1.2s, 1.8s] that
presents the step of speed reverse, where the motor works into quadrant II and quadrant
III. Indeed, in the quadrant II, the mode of operation is referred to the breaking of the
motor to reach the zero speed, which means that the power absorbed from the source
decreases and transfer of power is directed from the motor to the DC-link. Whereas,
when the motor starts changing its speed, it works in the quadrant III and the power
is transferred from the power supply to the motor, hence the current increases till it
reaches the required value which is corresponding to the steady state speed. Based on
the obtained simulation results, it can be concluded that the proposed control with the
proposed topology of the IMC3 can ensure sufficient dynamics for the control of the
speed of the motor under different aforementioned operation modes. It is also worthy
to mention that the use of the multi-level IMC allows obtaining better flexibility of the
control and avoiding the bulky topology of the conventional two-stage three-level inverter
and its intermediate DC-link.
6.2

Scenario 2

In this scenario, the profile of the reference speed is presented in Figure 9(a). The
motor operates along three modes. The first mode is the forward mode at low speed

192

AMEUR KHALDI, etc.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(g)

(h)

Figure 8: (a) The rotor speed of the controlled machine and the imposed reference
speed, (b) The electromagnetic torque of the motor and the applied load torque, (c)
The stator flux and the reference flux, (d) The stator flux in the (αβ) frame, (e) The
stator currents, (f) The virtual DC-link between the rectifier stage and the three-level
inverter stage in the used indirect matrix converter, (g) The input current of the IMC
at phase “a”, (h) The current and the voltage of phase “a” at the source side.

t ∈ [0s, 1.2s], where the motor starts up from zero speed to reach its steady value of
30 rad/s. The second mode is the backward mode at low speed t ∈ [1.2s, 2.5s], where
the rotor speed is reversed to reach the steady value of -30 rad/s. The last mode is
the forward mode at high speed t ∈ [2.5s, 4s], where the rotor speed is reversed once
more to reach the speed value of 100 rad/s. It can be noted clearly within the three
steps of speed changes that the motor follows the reference profile precisely without any
kind of overshoot after short transient durations along the start-up and the two sudden
rotation reversals, which last 0.1s, 0.2s and 0.5s, respectively, as shown in Figure 9(a).
On the other hand, a load torque is applied within two intervals of t ∈ [0.6s, 0.9s] and
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t ∈ [2s, 2.2s] with a value of 5N.m and -5N.m, respectively, as shown in Figure 9(b). It can
be noted that during the startup step at no load in the first mode and during the speed
reversal in the third mode, the Tem takes the value of 10N.m to ensure a fast passage to
the steady speed, whereas when the rotor speed reaches the reference speed, Tem falls to
the value of the 0.034N.m, which is equal to the value of torque resulting from the motor
friction. On the contrary, when the motor runs at steady speed in the two first modes,
Tem is equal to the applied load torque during the time interval t ∈ [0.6s , 0.9s] and
t ∈ [2s, 2.2s] as shown in Figure 9(b) It is also observed that the electromagnetic torque
increases according to the speeds changes to ensure the rapid tracking of the reference
speed as shown in the different transition steps of the speed reference. Figure 9(c) shows
the stator flux, where it is equal to the reference flux 0.7Wb with limited ripples. It can
be seen clearly that when the speed is high, more ripples are observed, which is related
to the increase of harmonics components magnitudes within the tolerable range. On the
other hand, the motor currents change according to the transition steps and the applied
load. It behaves similarly as in the first scenario, however the increase of current during
the transition steps is less, as shown in Figure 9(d). The virtual DC-link voltage also
behaves in the same way as in the first scenario with the same characteristics as shown
in Figure 9(e). The source currents from the input side of the IMC3 before the filter
have nearly a sine waveform and are in phase with the power supply voltage as it can be
noticed for the phase “a” in Figure 9(f).
It can be concluded that the application of the DTC with the topology of three-level
IMC can ensure improved performance dynamics for the control of the induction machine
within a wide range of speed variation.
Based on the obtained results from the both investigated scenarios, it can be said that
the presented topology of the three-level matrix converter presents better performance
compared to the conventional two-level inverters, which are commonly used in many
industrial applications. Indeed, the dynamic responses of the induction motor towards
the variation of the load at nominal and low speed prove the improved reliability and the
accuracy of the applied control technique with the aforementioned converter topology
for ensuring the dynamic behavior of the induction motor. On the other hand, the
used converter allows to provide a current with low harmonics content, which means low
ripples in the developed torque, and hence less mechanical stresses are applied on the
motor. At the same time, it is always possible to perform the control of the converter
to meet the requirements of the quality of the input current, which is a major drawback
within the conventional converter topologies, where the absorbed harmonics from the
power source are minimized and their effect is limited. It is worthy to mention that
based on the carried control, the input power factor is nearly equal to the unit, which
means high efficiency of the whole system can be achieved.
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Figure 9: (a) The rotor speed of the controlled machine and the imposed reference
speed, (b) The electromagnetic torque of the motor and the applied load torque, (c)
The stator flux and the reference flux, (d) The stator currents, e) The virtual DC-link
between the rectifier stage and the three-level inverter stage in the used indirect matrix
converter, (f) current and the voltage of phase “a” at the source side.

7

Conclusion

In this paper, the direct torque control (DTC) technique is applied for the control of a
three-phase induction machine within a wide speed range variation based on the use of
a three-level indirect matrix converter (IMC3). The main aim of using the IMC3 under
DTC technique is to ensure improved advantages compared to the conventional conversion topologies such as ensuring small size, eliminating the bulky DC-link, improving the
output form, controlling the input current wave for controlling the input power factor,
reducing the rate of dV
dt at the used switches, and ensuring a fast and accurate torque
response. Indeed, due to the large number of voltage vectors that can be generated by
IMC3, the use of the IMC3 allows elaborating a switching table for the selection of the
appropriate vectors to be applied to the induction machine to ensure the regulation of the
stator flux and the electromagnetic torque with high performance, to improve the output current waveform to guarantee nearly sine waveform of the input current with unity
power factor and to operate within a wide range of speed variation without deficiency.
Based on the obtained simulation results, it can be said the application of the three-level
indirect matrix converter for driving the three-phase induction motor can provide improved dynamic and static performances under an appropriate control technique such as
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the DTC, in terms of dynamic responses, quality of input and output currents, range of
speed variation, less ripples of torque, which lead to less vibrations and less mechanical
constraints, less size and less costs.
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